
California Transformative Social and Emotional Learning Funding Sources 
 
There are numerous ways in which a local 
educational agency (LEA) may fund 
Transformative social and emotional learning 
(T-SEL). In addition to utilizing funds through 
the Local Control Funding Formula and Every 
Student Succeeds Act, LEAs may take 
advantage of the recently released federal and 
state COVID-19 relief funds. The following 
provides an overview of the new funding 
opportunities, highlighting how the funds may 
be used to support SEL.

 

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund I — Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act (CARES Act)  

Timeline: March 13, 2020 – September 30, 2022  

Funding Amount: $1,482,575,514  

Allowable uses include (but are not limited to):  

● Activities to address unique needs of low-income students, children with disabilities, 
English learners, foster youth, and other vulnerable student populations  

● Purchasing educational technology  

● Planning for long term closures  

● Mental health support  

● Summer school and after school programs  

● Funds for principals to address local needs  

● Other activities to continue school operations and employment of existing staff  

 

Governor's Emergency Education Relief Fund I — CARES Act  

Timeline: March 13, 2020 – September 30, 2022  

Funding Amount: $355,227,235  

Allowable uses include (but are not limited to):  

● Learning supports – before/after school programs focused on addressing learning loss 

● Expanded learning – extending the school year or day, or otherwise generally increasing 
the amount of instructional time/services provided  

● Additional academic services – diagnostic assessments, intensive instruction, 
   additional instructional materials  

● Integrated pupil supports – health, counseling, mental health services, social, and 
emotional learning  

● Professional development  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/
https://www.ed.gov/essa?src%3Drn
https://www.ed.gov/essa?src%3Drn


 

California Assembly Bill 86 In-Person Instruction  

Expenditure Deadline: August 31, 2022  

Funding Amount: $2,000,000,000  

Funds may be used for any purpose consistent with providing in-person instruction, including 
COVID-19 testing.  
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● Cleaning  
● PPE  
● Ventilation and other school site upgrades  
● Salaries  
● Social and mental health support services  

 

California Assembly Bill 86 Expanded Learning Opportunities  

Expenditure Deadline: August 31, 2022  

Funding Amount: $4,557,443,000  

As part of a learning recovery program, funds are to be used for supplemental instruction and 
support, including:  

● Expanded learning – extending the school year or day, or otherwise generally 
increasing the amount of instructional time/services provided  

● Learning supports – tutoring or similar small group instruction, learning recovery 
programs, training on accelerated learning strategies  

● Integrated pupil supports – health, counseling, mental health services, social 
and emotional learning  

● Community learning hubs – includes access to technology and connectivity  

● Support to help credit deficient pupils graduate  

● Additional academic services – diagnostic assessments, progress monitoring 

● Training for school staff – social-emotional health, academic needs  

 

Future Funding  

At the time of this publication, the Governor and legislature had drafted legislation to provide 
funding for expanded opportunities to support T-SEL through the new California budget. To 
stay current on available funding to support T-SEL, subscribe to the CDE SEL listserv, by 
sending a "blank" message to join-sel-planning@mlist.cde.ca.gov. 


